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Foie Gras France
Footage presented by Animals Equality depicts ducks housed in intensive cage 
systems, comprising of four ducks per cage, with metal barring overhead which allowed 
extension of the ducks' necks. Housing in such intensive conditions presents significant 
welfare risks to these animals, as the severe space restrictions do not allow them the 
freedom to exercise or express natural behaviours such as wing flapping, preening, 
wallowing in water, and perching. Animals are also unable to escape from bullies or 
perform normal social interactions, which can result in ongoing stress. The conditions 
also do not provide them with adequate environmental stimulation but instead the 
constant noise and close proximity of conspecifics would be a source of stress.
Animals were force fed using metal poles, which were inflexible and had hard ends. 
Ducks were seen to suffer stress as a result of this procedure, opening their mouths and 
panting, as well as displaying the typical counter-predator response of hissing at the 
workers as they were approached. This procedure also has the potential to cause 
significant trauma and associated pain to the tongue, mouth, oesophagus and crop as 
the pole is inserted. Evidence of this was seen when a pole was extracted from one of 
the ducks and it had a significant amount of fresh blood on an entire vertical surface. 
Ducks are naturally ad libitum feeders and this style of force feeding is therefore 
inappropriate to their physiological and behavioral needs. Pain and discomfort can be 
expected to result from the perpetually distended intestinal tracts as a result of excess 
feed consumption in order to induce high body fat percentages. Concurrently, the 
manifestation of the desired fatty liver (hepatic lipidosis) would also be a source of pain 
and discomfort; this condition signifying a diseased state which is eventually fatal. 
The process of removing the ducks from the traveling crates also represented welfare 
risks, as the rough handling during extraction had the potential to inflict bone fractures 
and ligament out injuries. This is also stressful in a behavioral sense, the animals shown 
to be hissing and panting once again.

Foie Gras Spain
Animals were shown to be extracted from traveling crates via suspension of one or two 
of their wings, held at various parts of the wing length, and also from their legs. 
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Accepted industry practice dictates that ducks can be held momentarily via the radial 
(upper) portion of their wings, provided both wings are used to carry the animal. 
Suspension via legs, a single wing only, or from lower down on the wing length, as was 
demonstrated in this footage, can inflict serious ligamentous tears and injury. This would 
be exacerbated in the case of these ducks who have higher than normal body weights 
as a result of force feeding, causing extra pressure on their tendons and ligaments 
when suspended. 
One worker was shown to laugh as he suspended the duck from its legs and allowed it 
to flap in distress. This represents a disregard for the animal's welfare and distressed 
state. Employees working with animals should hold welfare as the highest priority and 
thus this behaviour was deeply concerning. 
Ducks were housed in high density cages which causes distress and frustration due to 
the limitations it imposes on freedom to exercise and display normal behaviours, as 
outlined above in the French example.
The use of the force-feeding pole represented significant risks to bird welfare, as 
similarly outlined in the French example. Workers displayed rough handling behaviours, 
grabbing the ducks' necks which could have caused pain and stress, represented by the 
birds panting and attempting to move away from the approaching workers.
One duck was not rendered fully unconscious prior to the exsanguination process 
during slaughter. This was demonstrated as it resisted approach from the workers and 
attempt to shift its suspended body weight away from the hand if the worker. Stunning 
prior to slaughter is mandatory in many jurisdictions as it is the best safeguard to 
ensuring sufficient animal welfare at slaughter. Without stunning, the duck would have 
experienced significant pain when its throat was slit. 
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